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PURPOSES:

To provide familiar, meaningful text that is predictable and easy to read.

To establish the link between spoken and written words.

STEPS:

© Invite the student to share a personal experience or provide the
student with a prompr. (See the list of promprs on the next page.)

© Encourage the student to tell a story about the experience or
prompr.

© Record the story, making sure the scudent can sce the words being
printed. Record the student’s exact words, printing clearly on every
second line. Say each word as you print it.

© Read the story, pointing o each word as you read. Ask the student
if they want to make any changes.

© Read the story togerher several times, tracking the words with
your finger. Ask the scudent to read the story independently. If the
student falters, provide support by reading the word.

Note:

at four o'clock
morning,

Tk

Tnitially, record three or four sentences
from the story. As the student gains
skills and confidence, you can record
longer stories.

“Type up the story for furure use. Print
out and store the story in a folder or
binder.
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Language Experience Prompts

These prompts can be used over time. As learners become familiar with the
language experience process, they might be invited to suggest prompts as well.

Tell me about:  your fist job.
2 gift you made for someone.
your favourite movie or TV show.
one of your dreams.

« “Tell me about the last time you: helped someone.
lost something important.
learned something new.
found a great bargain.
cooked a really special meal.

« What would you do if you won the lottery?

« Name five things you are grateful for each day, and why.

« Describe something you have made with your hands.

« If you got a tattao, where would you put it, what would it be, and why?
+ If you could live anywhere in the world, where would it be? Why?

« Describe the best bargain youve ever found at a garage sale.

« If you could be any age again for one week, what age and why?

* If you could have dinner with anyone in the world, who would
your dinner guest be, and why?

« If the student has a cellphone with a built-in camera, ask them
if they would like to talk about one of their photos.

« Ask the student to choose a photo from a magazine or newspaper and to
describe what is happening in the photo.

* Read a letter from an advice column. Ask the student to respond
to the letter.

« Read a newspaper article that describes an important issue.
Ask the student to express their thoughts on the issue.
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Sample Language Experience Story

My Usual Day

T get up at four o'clock in the morning and I make myself some tea.

T get a shower and then put on my clothes to go to my work. I take
the bus at a quarter to five in the early morning and I get to the
subway at five. I have to take a nextnd then another one that
takes me to another place. From there, I still have fo take another
bus or T can walk to the place. If it's a nice day, I walk there. At

I pick orders for a bigstore. I work in the freezer
section. This is a new job for me. I been there for four months now
and I had to pass a test to get in. I like the people there. Them, well
they are really nice to me. Now it's only a part-time job@ T hope

it to be full-time one day. The pay and theGenefits) well, they will be

good for me.
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The circled words are the student’s sight words. The underlined words are the highly predictable
words that the educaror deleted for a cloze activity.
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Language Experience Activi

SIGHT WORDS

Ask the student to circle five words they would like to learn. Ask

them to copy each word on a separate flash card. Ask the student to
illustrate the word on the back of the card. The student can then use the
illustration as a reminder for the word, when necessary. (Note: Some
words such as “and,” or “tax” are hard to illustrate.)

CLOZE ACTIVITY

Cover highly predictable words with a small picce of paper. Read the
text back to the student. Stop when you reach a covered word and ask.
the student to predict a word that makes sense and sounds right. Check
their predictions by looking at the print.

PHONICS

Select one of the student’s sight words (E.g., bus). Say, “Bus starts with
the letter “b." The sound /b/ goes with the letter *b.” Can you find some
other words in the story that star with the letter ‘6’2"

COPYING

Ask the student to copy the language experience story. Writing
provides practice in both printing and in learning the sound symbol
correspondences.

FRAME SENTENCES

Choose a sentence from the language experience story. Write out the
fiest part of the sentence and ask the student to complete the sentence
with one word. Write down the word. Repeat the sentence frame,
recording all of the student’s words.

I make myself some
T make myself some tea.

I make myself some toast.

1 make myself some soup.

1 make myself some spaghetti.





